
For me, the process of making art is a way to
document, create, and release “Visual Diaries”
as they pertain to my life and the world I see
around me. Beyond my personal narratives, my
work tends to concentrate on social and
religious themes. I often rely on my impulses in
order to fully engage the process, resulting in a
rush of emotional improvisation. These paintings
and diaries reflect the personal stories that have
become my life.
What this unique exhibition offers is a first-hand
look into the power of creativity. Whether it’s
through the swaying lens of overcoming personal darkness, the intense hope
that resides between the bars of incarceration, or the unwavering obedience
that comes from collaborating with God - creativity has the ability to restore the
brokenness that resides in humanity.

The Color of Hope showcases a gritty, yet hopeful body of work put on by local artist-turned prison worker,
Justin Reddick and prominent street artist, Matte Refic. The unlikely pair has teamed up to highlight the
importance of creating art for the sake of healing. The show also features original inmate artwork from the
Federal Bureau of Prison’s local art program, The Creative Arts Platform (CAP), as well as spiritually
inspired art by Fremont County’s newest art collective - The God Color’s Project.

As both a public and fine artist I pay close attention to the way in which art
affects the community as well as myself. Having observed the impact art has
on individuals and larger groups lead me studying and practicing the ways in
which the viewing, as well as the creation of art, can communicate and help
heal traumas. Both my public and personal artwork now revolve around this
topic. The public art has the intent of sharing other people’s messages in an
effort to tell a community story about mental health. My personal art process largely deals with
my own thoughts and issues relating to the way in which I am thinking, behaving, and reacting.
The goal of this show is to share a little bit of both of these concepts with the community.



FCC Florence is a Complex located on a 640-acre reservation at
the base of the Rocky Mountains in southern Colorado. We are
located approximately 30 miles west of Pueblo and 40 miles
south of Colorado Springs just outside the town of Florence.
The complex is staffed by approximately 1000 BOP employees
and contractors and houses about 3,200 inmates.

Our staff provide a wide variety of programs and services in our effort to fulfill our agency’s Mission and
Vision Statements and BOP Core Values: Correctional Excellence, Respect, and Integrity.

The Complex consists of a Minimum (FPC), Medium (FCI), High (USP), and the nation’s only
Administrative Maximum Penitentiary facilities (ADX).

Ongoing correctional studies strongly suggest there are positive effects and
benefits to using inmate programming geared towards artistic expression;
particularly with inmates in controlled and managed care environments.

The original idea for the Creative Arts Platform (CAP) was conceptualized
back in December 2013 by Justin Reddick, and eventually launched in the
Spring of 2016. After much success with the initial “Unofficial Pilot” at the
ADX, Reddick moved the program to the USP where he was joined by one of
the complex’s most seasoned staff psychologists, Dr. Paul Zohn. For Reddick,
having someone as experienced as Zohn was an incredible lift for the
program. Today, the two of them teach the curriculum, and operate alongside

Re-Entry Coordinator, Jessica Salo as the three CAP facilitators for FCC Florence. With that, Mat Taylor
currently resides as the sole volunteer for CAP. Mat was instrumental in the development and creation of
the recently completed mural, “From Dusk till Dawn.” The mural was finished at the Colorado Prison
Museum as part of FCC Florence’s “Between the Bars Initiative” and community outreach program.

The Creative Arts Platform is designed to expose inmate participants to a variety of different artistic
methods, ideologies, and entrepreneurial techniques that can better prepare them for re-entry. CAP also
centers on teaching inmates how to develop a stronger work ethic through channeling their “artist spirit.”
This program is unique in the fact that the CAP Coordinator, along with a Psychologist leads each
applicant through a platform plan that best fits the inmate’s needs.

The artwork on display was created by inmates at the Minimum, High, and Administrative Maximum
Penitentiary facilities (ADX) between CAP’s initial start in 2016, to present.  Due to the nature of security,
all participating inmates’ names have been removed from public view.

The God Colors Project is a portable arts ministry and
collective based out of Fremont County, Colorado. The project
was initiated by Justin Reddick, Martin Welch, and Kenneth
Blair in the spring of 2018. Their goal is to help others draw
closer to God through the practice of Christ-centered
spiritually creative exercises. Outside of several church and
youth centered events, being part of The Color of Hope
exhibition marks their official launch into the community.


